


Abstract 
 

Four coastal communities (Sand Point,  Togiak, Hooper Bay, and Scammon 
Bay) representing a transect  from the Alaska peninsul a north along Bristol Bay 
to the mouth of the Yukon River were  vi sited during August 2003 i n order  to 
assess the economic importance and cult ural significance of driftwood.   
Inhabitants in these communities depend  for the most part  on subsiste nce 
lifestyles. Within each comm unity, interviews were conducted with native elders  
and local craftsmen to examine historical  and contemporary uses of driftwood.  
Questions were desi gned to address bo th economic and cultural uses and values 
of the resource. 

An investigation of local driftwood res ources indicates that availability of 
driftwood and species compositions of driftw ood piles varies considerably 
throughout the region. In the Aleutian  Islands, logs come mainly from 
Southeastern Alaska while in  Bristol Bay their main or igins are river basins of  
Interior Al aska.  Based upon  results fr om the interviews and investigatio n of 
local driftwood resources, it was conclud ed that driftwood re mains an important  
resource, particularly in the Yup’ik area (Togiak,  Hooper Bay, and Scammon 
Bay).  Today, uses of driftwood, which  in so me cases is species specific, 
includes:  heating, smoking salmon, fuel for sauna or st eam baths, drying racks, eag ows r0 1Ts a2 00 12 359.0661 8ami prim0.00almon,   Tm
(t h8amdecli8 Twe in) or 93 44inly19h



 

Driftwoo d in the surf of the Bering Sea, Hooper Bay, Alaska.  Photograph taken by Bob 
Wheeler 
 

 
Intr oducti on:  
 

Along the treeless coast and islands of  Alaska, driftwood has always been  
the main source of wood for people. Drif twood mainly tra nsported by rivers an d 
delivered by the sea is a natural and ren ewable resource.  The communities we 
visited ha ve no adjacent forest area an d driftwood has traditionally met both 
economic and cultur al needs.   Driftwood was used for a variety of purposes and 
was part of many subsiste nce activitie s. Our review of dri f twood’s use in four 
coastal co mmunities has help ed us better understand th e traditional importance 
of the driftwood resource and see oppo rt unities for their sustainable economic  
developm ent.  However as noted by Wein  for the Mackenzie River, a sustainable  
economical use of driftwood needs to cons ider the flow of  logs dow nriver, the 
rate of deposit/arrival, and the rate of  decay (Wein, nd.) .  These f actors are  
highly variable and dependent on st orm conditions, flood, and rate of 
precipitation. 
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This report provides a first assessment of driftwood availability near f our 
communities of Southwestern Alaska.  It looks into its use  by people and its 
importanc e through time as  a natural and renewable resource. 

We began our surv ey by consulti ng wi th eac h of  the four  communi ties  
visited: Sa nd Point, Togiak, Hoop er Bay, and Scammon Bay ( Figure 1).  
 

Sand Point

Togiak
Hooper Bay

Scammon Bay

 
Figure 1 - L ocation of the four visited comm unities an d main ocean  currents (Map from 

http://www.pmel.noaa. gov/np/pages/seas ) 
 

Our assessment of  driftwood as a resource consisted of conducting 
interviews with native elders and lo cal craftsmen in each community and 
investigating the composition of nearby  accumulations. Interviews were based  
on a list of questions designed to add ress several themes:  past and present  
use of driftwood in the co mmunity, w ood selection and collection criteria, 
techniques and season of procurement,  types of wood and woody materials 
found in the driftwood, driftw ood accumu latio ns and rates of decay, i mportance  
of wood carving in the community, cultur al acti viti es associa ted with d riftwood, 
driftwood origin and delivery, and econom ic opportunities for making and selling 
products made of driftwood.  Results from  these interviews pr ovided us with an 
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understanding of the relative distribution  of driftwood i n the are a and the 
importance of this resource in the comm unitie s.  Knowledge of where to collect 
driftwood and ways of working with dr iftwood,  in many  cases, is based on 
cultural and practical considerations fo unded upon generations of experience.   
This revie w provides access to that collective kno wledge. 



 
Sand Point is an ar ea that r eceives a broad mix of driftwood species  

largely ori ginating in the forests of Sou theas t  Alaska.  Most of the driftwood 
collected is accesse d by boat and requires  traveling as much as 20 miles.   
 

 

Boat in h arbor at San d Point unloading dr iftwood.  Photograph ta ken by Claire Alix 
 

A few people in the  community pract ice carving or model building as a 
pleasurable and hobby-like activity. Ofte n these carvings and models ar e made 
of driftwood.  Thus even though the occu rrence of carving and crafting is still 
limited, there would be a strong interest in  developing these activities as ways 
of diversifying the  economy.   

Moreover, there is currently some ment ion of expanding the harbor to 



 

Carving by Peter Devine.  Photogr aph by Adam Knight 

 
The airport hall is another location  where art pieces and carvings are 

exhibited, such as the kayak models made by Charlie Jackson.  Apart from these 
two places, there are very limited facilities for the sale of locally made crafted 
driftwood and carvings or othe r art forms.   
 

 

Kayak models made b y Charlie Jack son.  Photograph by Claire Alix  

 
- People Inter viewed in Sand Point 
 

Hubert Mucallum, 83 years old, has lived  in Sand Point all his life. Hubert 
was a fisherman before World War II an d an accountant af ter the . 31tw. 31tw. 31tw. 31tw. Tm
 another locato0Bt 

 



Bruce Foster Sr., 70 years old, was born and raised in the  village of Unga 
on Unga Island.  He is currently the president of the Unga Corporatio n at 
Sand Point.  He has been living in Sand Point since the pratio



 
As Hubert Mucallum told us, “Driftw ood is like salmon.  Any place w here 

the salmon goes to shore is a good place for w ood; any place where there i s 
driftwood is a good place f or fishing.”  People we talked to agreed that in 
general, rough bays were the best pl aces for finding concentrations of 
driftwood.  

However, wind patterns seem to be one of the major elemen ts influencing 
the presence of wood on a beach.  As Bruce Foster Sr. said, “It all depends on  
the way the wind comes.”   

Outside of Sand Point, driftwood is f ound along the entire northwest 
coast of Unga Island.  Driftwood accumu lates particularly  in small coves.  At 
Unga spit itself, driftwood was not abun dant and  was often embedded in sand.  
It was scattered along the beach and near  the Petrified Fo rest, mostly pushed 
against th e cliff and often mix ed with  fr agments  of  petrified wood.   
 

 

Unga Island driftwood.  Phot ograph ta ken by Adam Knig ht 
 

- Types of Wood Availa ble 
 

Previous work at Unga Island  and Unimak conducted in 2002 during the  
“Harriman Expeditio n retraced”, has show n th at  driftwood in the area most 
probably originates in the spruce-hemlo ck forest of Southeaster n Alaska and 
further south (Alix and Koest er 2001).  Genera such as Thuja sp. , 
Chamaecy paris sp. , Picea sp.  and Tsuga sp. were commonly found in the 
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deposits.  They are regularly mixed with  more southerly wood such as Douglas 
fir [ Pseudotsuga m enziesii (Mirb.) Franco] 1, red alder ( Alnus rubra Bong.) or fi r 
(Abies sp. ) ( ibid : 6-9).  

Discussions we had with folks in Sand Point confirm the diversity and  
probable southeaste rn origin o f  wood ty pes found on the beach.  Alaska cedar 
[ Chamaecyparis nootkate nsis (D. Don) Spach] and western red cedar ( Thuja 
plicata ) are the most commonly mentioned sp ecies probably because their color 
and smell make them easily recogni zable.  Co ttonwood [presumably black 
cottonwo od (



 

Western red cedar log  on Unga Island .  Photograph taken by Clair e Alix 

 
Bruce Foster Sr. me ntioned finding oak ( Quercus sp. ) on the beach.  This  

oak probably refers  to lumber lost at sea by ships.  This is echoe d by Dick 
Jacobson who me ntions this important source of mate rial.  He recalls the 
delivery of a whole  shipment of good lo gs from a wrecked ship several years 
earlier.  T his information is also conf irmed by Ruel Holmb erg who mentions the 
“providential” loss of a shipment of wood , some twenty years ago.  In earlier 
years another important source of wood wa s the fish trap pil ings that drifted to 
shore.  They seem to have been the ma in sour ce of fuel  for peopl e of Sand 
Point and near islands (H. Mucallu m; B. Foster, R. Holmberg).  

A significant and important portion of the dri f twood accumulations is 
composed of timber and logs from the forest industry  and from human 
activi ties.   Thus i t  is difficul t  to ev aluate how much driftwood was avail able 
before intensive human activities star ted in the North Pacific Ocean and the 
Bering Sea.  In the Sand Point area drif twood are commonly worn and broken up 
or have been damaged by marine wood borers. 
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Driftwoo d attac ked b y wood borers.  Photograph taken by Claire Alix 
 



 

Hubert Muc allum in Sand Point with drif twood bamboo pole.  Photograph taken by 
Claire Alix 

 
Together with the logs and other wood  pieces, many fragments of bark 

are also w ashed onto the shore.  Cotto nwood bark, and strips or small rolls of  
birch bark are the most common barks found in driftwood accumulations along 
coastal A laska and  Bering Strait.  Ho wever, on the beach of Unga spit, 
fragments of bark f rom different species of wood were als o collected.  These 
came fro m trees such as Douglas fir ( Pseudotsuga menzie sii) or hemlock ( Tsuga 
sp.) and further confirms th e diversity of wood types available and their quite 
distant origins. 
 

- Past usa ge of drif twood  
 
Our meetings with people in Sand Po int provided some information about 

recent and past use of wo od and drift wood  in t he area, especially on Unga and 
Sanak Islands (Bruce Foster Sr. and Ruel Holmberg).  However, elders  we spoke 
with did not have many me mories of lo ng past life and wood use.  As Bruc e 
Foster Sr. recalls, m ost of what is know n about the history of the region goes  
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Cottonwo od was used for smoking fish, as  it is still used today. According 
to Bruce Foster, “alder is ok ay but it’s got too sharp of a taste . When you mix  
it, it’s okay”.  As noted elsewhere, the notion of taste and preferences as wel l 
as how w et or dry the wood plays an esse ntial role in the selection of wood fo r 
smoking fish (Alix and Brewster nd.).  Bec ause cottonwood is largely used for 
smoking fish, it appears more difficult to  find nowadays in the surro undings o f  
Sand Point: 
 

“Cottonwood was abundant at one time, now you have to go far, out of town  
and only th e big logs are l eft… you need a chain saw to cut th em. Cot t onwood 
is the most  valuabl e t o me” (Hub ert Mucallu m, 2003) 

 
Summary: The Sand Point community  is bo th highly commercialized and at the  
same tim e dependent on tr aditional mo des of subsistence.  Local craftsme n 
produce a variety of carved woo d it ems for display and eventually sale.   
However opportunities seem more limited by the absence of venues to sell art 
products than by the interest in carvin g or the availability of the driftwood.  
Driftwood in the area could easily provid e sufficient materials to support greater 
production of crafted wood items.  Ma rketing and sales will need to be linked 
with the communities’ ability to draw outs ide visitors to the area.  Although 
there is some carving of driftwood, this res ource i s presently seen pri marily as a 
backup so urce of he ating  fuel for the oil furnace and for smoking salmo n.   
 

 
Togiak:    
 
A community located about 67 miles west of Dillingham at the head of Togiak 
Bay.  Although the community is depend ent upon a commercial fishing industry , 
the entire community depends  on  subsistence ac ti vities.  
 

�x�� Population:  804 (2002 estimate by th e Alaska State Demographer, DOL) 
92.7% are na tive Al askan 

 
�x�� Unemploy ment:  26.8% with 67% of adul ts not in the work force.  Median 

household income is $23,977 with 30% below the poverty le vel.   
 

�x�� Heating fuel cost: $2.40 per gallon with tax .  Nearly all homes are heated 
by fuel oil and few homes have both wood stoves and oil furnaces. (Based 
upon personal com municati ons wi th Moses Kritz) 
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�x�� Native Arts and Crafts:  The c ommunity  maintains  a gift sho p for the sale  
of native art, which includes carved it ems of wood and ivory.  Local ivory 
and, less often, wo od carvers have  great skill and produce high quality 
items for sale.  An example is a ca rved driftwood mask with atta ched 
carved ivory images that was being advertised at $1,200.



The Togiak River feeds into Togiak Ba y and is an important sourc e of 
driftwood.   Although there ar e limited su pplies of driftwood within the village, 
many of the community will collect driftwood by boat from locations f urther out 
into the islands in Bristol Bay to the we st.  A variety of species of wood a re 
available and people are sp ecific in their desire to harvest d riftwood for certai n 
purposes such as cottonwoo



 

Annie Blu e with Annisha Kritz, Togiak, Photograph taken by Clair e Alix 
Marie K. Active, 78 years o ld, was born upriver on the Togiak River in 
1925 
 

 

Marie Active, Togiak P hotograph taken by Claire Alix 
 

Jack Gosuk, 69 years old, was born in  Kulukak B ay, just e ast of Togiak 
Bay.  He moved to Togiak when he w as an infa nt.  
 
Peter Abraham curr ently works as a R efuge Information T echnician.  He  
was born in Nightmute on Nelson Isla nd and was raised at winter camps.   
He came to Togiak in about 1968. 
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Willie and Margaret Wassilie ar e respect ively 67 and 64 years old.  Willie is 
originally from the region of Hagemeis ter Strait.  Willie is an ivory and 
wood carver and Margaret is a basket maker.   

 
Annisha Kritz served as our i nterpret er during most recorded interv iews 

(Annie Blue, Marie Active and Jack Go suk).  Margaret Wass ilie interp reted for 
her husb and. 
 
 



birch ( Betula papyrifera ).  Spruce logs ( Picea sp. probably P. glauca [white 
spruce] or P. mariana [black spruce]) are typically absent fr om Togiak’s nearest 
driftwood accumulations.  To  find spru ce, one m ust go  west, about 30 to 40 
km down the coast or on islands such as Hagemeister, Walrus or the Crooked 
Islands, where driftwood is much more abundant and where spruce has drifted 
down from the Kuskokwim River (Peter Ab raham, Willie Wassilie, Jack Gosuk).   
However, even in these places, spruce  is never particula rly abundant.  No 
Kuskokwim driftwood is likely to be found in front of Togiak.  

Southeastern winds and high tides are two key el ements in the delivery of  
driftwood to Togiak (Annie Blue, Marie A ctive, Jac k Gosuk). According to Annie  
Blue, southeastern winds bring lots of different kinds of wood. But lots of  
driftwood also comes when heavy r ain accompanies this southeastern wind 
(common in August).  This wind not on ly brings wood to the beach but also 
clams (Marie Active) and is of prime importance for subsistence activities.  On  
the contrary, northern winds take driftwood back to sea. 

According  to Peter Abraham, today mo re wood is eroding from the banks 
of the Togiak River due to the return of beavers and increased motorboat 
traffic.  Indeed many beaver cut wood ch ips were found in the actual tide line, 
mixed with alg aa



Species from Southeastern Alaska a re also delivered to the Togiak area. 



 

Block o f  western red c edar at ho me of Willie and Margaret Wassilie in Togiak.  
Photograph taken by Claire Alix 

 
The presence of Alaska yellow ceda r, western red cedar and hemlock 

wood indicates that logs from Southe ast ern Alaska make their way to Bristol  
Bay.  Indeed the Alaska Coastal Water Current (Stabe no et al. 1 999: fig.2) 
follows the Pacific side of the Alaska Pe ninsula before turning east at Unimak 
pass and following the Bering Sea coast of  the A laska Peninsula toward Bristol 
Bay and the Togiak area.  This circulation pattern in itself e xplains the 
occurrence of these logs in the area of Togiak. Analys is of driftwood from S t  
George Island in the Pribilof Islands ha d shown that logs from Southeaster n 
Alaska made their way past  Unimak Pass (Alix and Ko ester 2001), however their 
occurrence in Bristol Bay though assume d and locally well known, had not, to 
our knowledge, been reported.  

In Togiak, a large pile of driftwood  is stacked behind the ACE general 
store.  After inquiries, we learned that  it had been collected by a former store 
manager over several years for decoration purposes.  Since then, the p ile seems 
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to be getting smaller every year.  Pe ople are taking some, the present store 
manager told us.  Most of the  logs in  the pile were cottonwood and willow.  
 

 

Driftwoo d woo



sleds.  The public school in T ogiak was al so exhibiting so me wooden objects.  
Artifacts collected from the old Togiak v illage testified of pa st wood importance 
in the co mmunity.  Artifact s in the display include be ntwood conta iners, tray s, 
spoons and several wedges for splitting  wood. 
 

 

Bowls an d wood impl ements di splayed at th e school in T ogiak.  Pho tograph ta ken by 
Claire Alix 

 
Wood and driftwood were used in th e construction of individual sod 

houses, a nd the me n’s house ( qagsi ), umiak a nd kayaks , sleds, and a  myriad of 
implements as important as the bow an d arrow, harpoon shafts, fis h traps, 
containers  and ladles. Wood was also us ed for drums, wooden hats and masks 
that were major el ements of the cerem onies giving rhythm to the seasonal 
subsistence cycle.  Moreover, in Southwe stern Alaska, woo d and driftwood wer e 
essential  to fire up the sau na bath (s te am ba th o r maqi ) or previously the fire 
bath 2, a central element of Yup’ik everyday life. 

Peter Abraham explains how several me n contributed, or still contribute 
wood to the sauna/fire bath, how this  activity was, and often still is, a 
communal  one: 
 

                                                 
2 The idea of sauna bath, of steaming, was intr oduced by the Russian.  Before the s auna bath,  
men used  to take a sweat/fire bath in the qagsi.  This fi re bath was a dry bath  ta ken without  
water  at very high temper atur e (Oswalt 1967). 
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- Wood for sauna and wood stove 
 

Peter Abraham had  a lot to say about wh at was best to burn in the sauna  
bath, the smoke house or the stove.  Elders had ta ught hi m w hat wood 



 

Driftwood firewood at the home Mary Active.  Photogr aph by Claire Alix 
 

For firewood however, people would also burn local brush, e specially if 
they had run out of driftwood.   In some areas, where driftwood was not 
plentiful, Peter Abraham recalls that peop le would go to the hills to gather two 
types of bushes, and sometim es had to  spend the  night up i n the tund ra. 

As we found in Sand Point, pe ople in Togiak preferred cottonwood 
(Populus balsamifera ) for smoking fish, either from the beach driftwood or from 
trees that they cut al ong the Togiak River. 
 
 

- Wood for ma king i mplements an d c onstruc tions  
 

Birch and spruce were the two main w ood taxa used for building kayaks 
and sleds or bows.  Arrows and fish tr aps were mainly made out of spruce 
driftwood.  Many parts of the kayak a s well as bowl bases, ladles, and spear 
throwers were made out of the stump that  according to Pete Abraham is lighte r 
and easier to work with and firmer.  But locally sp oons and bowls were made out 
of live trees from the r5e/5184nwls were made out 



      
Marie Active remembers her dad used  to trade squirrel skins for wood. 

About 52 squirrel s kins were required to  make a parka and 104 squirrel skins 
would be traded for a kayak fr ame (Marie Active August 2003). 

Implements were made that required bending the wood.  Wood lacking e



�x�� The community is seeking to develop the Naparyarmiut Arts and Crafts 
Cooperati ve.  (2003 DCED Al aska Community Information Summary) 

 
Storms deposit large quantiti es of dr ift wood along the nearby shoreline, 

but as in Togiak, it was me nti oned that storms, es pecia lly fall storms, also wash  
the driftw ood away from the beach.  T he annual d eposition fluctuates  from year 
to year however a sufficiently large volume of driftwood is delivered locally.  
This situation has resulted in the substa ntial utilization of dr iftwood for heating 
home and  sauna b ath, and fo r smoking  fi sh and meat.  Collection, d rying, and 
storage in large piles are constant and common activities in Hooper Ba y.  Today 
driftwood collection is done prim arily by ATV and snowmachine. 
 

 

Driftwood collection is commonly done by use of  ATV’s in Hooper Bay , Alaska.  Ron ald 
Seton is standing by his ATV loaded with dr iftwood. Ph otograph b y Bob Wh eeler , 2003 

During the summer, logs are vertically  piled in “teepees” and left to dry 
on the beach.  Owners of these wood p iles will come to collect them by snow 
machine d uring the winter.  Travel may require from 5 to 40 miles i n order to  
find quality dried w ood.  Some of the driftwood is sold for about $20 pe r 
snowmachine load while fuel for the sn owmachine costs about $7.00 per tank.  
Logs are then vertically piled up by each house 
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Driftwoo d storage pile near a ho me in Hoop er Bay, Alaska. Photograph by Claire Alix 
 

Most households in Hooper Ba y heat their homes with both oil and wood 
stoves.  The cost of heating fuel is about $171.05 pe r 55 gall on drum or  
around $3.11 per ga llon witho ut tax (April 2004).  An oil burn ing stove will burn 
about 5 gallons per day (o r day and a ha lf) at a cost of $15.55 per da y.  
Burning d riftwood in the wo od stove in creases the he ating capacities of the 
household and reduces the overall heating cost s.  It wa s estimated  tha t  using 
wood in addition to oil cuts the heating bill in half.  For six m onths of winter, the 
savings of  using drif twood is at least $5.00 pe r day or $900 and could be as  
much as $1800.  This explains the re liance on driftwood and the time and 
energy put into its collection .   

About 25% of the houses in the co mmunity have their ow n facilities for 
steam bath in which they burn driftwoodss3951 Tm
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Interview w ith Martha Kopanu k and Aaron Ri vers Jr .  Photograph b y Claire Alix 

 
We held a meeting at the Tribal Council  in the early afternoon of August 



Logs are rather long with large diam eters.  However those left on the 
beach often lack their root system and are partly embedded in sand.  It is 
probable that the wind rapidly covers the logs with sand if the y are left 
uncollected.  Collection of good newly deli vered w ood seems rather 
instantane ous.  Some logs have bark st ill attached  to their trunk, which marks 
their near by origin along the Yukon River .  
 

 

Hooper Bay driftwood. A willow lo g with bark.  Photograph by Clair e Alix 
 

Interestingly most logs had been checked for dryness and bore a notch 
made with an axe. 
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Wood pile with logs bearing the chec k mar k.  Photograph by Clair e Alix 
 

Logs considered to o waterlogged are left behind on the beach and  get  



People of  Hooper Bay colle ct their wood all the way to Cape Romanzof,  
right alo ng the mou ntai n and down  to H azen Bay (Joseph Smart). 
 
 

- Past U sage of D iftwood r
 

While drift wood is st ill essential today for heating homes and firing up the 
steam bath, It was once crucial for making a large variety of tools and 
implements.  With out good quality w ood many of the daily subsiste nce 
activi ties could not have been pursued.   Driftwood was used for making hous e 
frames, kayaks, umi ak and sle ds and fish tr aps as well as many utensi ls such as  
ladles and  bowls. C o  0 0 12 325.43981 576.17975 Tm
( bowlstTj
houstimber,
0.00-011 T20.0009 T2212 0 0 12 72 528.11285 T67(d)Tj
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$7,719 a nd 37.6%  of residents were living below the poverty l evel.  
(2000 U.S . Census) 

 
�x�� Fuel oil cost estim ate:  $3.15/gallon without tax.  (November 2003 

Personal Communica tion wi th Louisa  Walker.   
 

�x�� Stoves:  It was estimated that about ha lf of the houses in the village  are 
heated with bo th oil and woo d burn ing stoves.  The ty pical consumption 
rate is ab out 5 gal lons of he ating oil for 2 to 3 days.  

 

 

Aerial view of Scammo n Bay, August 200 3.  Photograph by Bob Wh eeler 
 
 

Scammon Bay is located in an area  where driftw ood is not immediately 
available



home heating as lo 
9rPhe lo



     

Xavier Sim on with his driftwood made fi



 

    

Felix Walker discussin g wood car ving (left) and interior  of smo ke house (right).  
Photograph taken by Claire Alix 

 

- Driftwood Assessme nt  in Scamm on Bay 
 



- Past usa ge of drif twood 
 

Past uses of driftwood in Sca mmon Ba y are very similar to Hooper Bay. It  
was indee d “the main source of life” (Xavier Simon) and was used for building 
house frames, kayak frames and dog sleds, as well as bowls, ladles and a large 
variety of everyday i t ems.  

Bent wood bowls w ere made with two different kinds of wo od.  The b ase 
was carve d out of a stump (nasqunaq) wh ile the side, a piece of plain straight 
grained wood (unarciaq) was bent wi th heat.   The base was then force d into the  
rim of the bentwood side.  Seal oil and blood were used to stain the wood 
(Xavier Simon).  

Unarciaq was also used to make fish traps and other items.  It seems to 
have been the wood that was the most l ooked for.   However, stumps were also 
largely used.  As Felix Walker said “the  body of the tree is crackable but the 
root is uncrackable.” 

We found that Yup’ik knowledge of wood, driftwood and traditional wood 
working is remarkably alive and is tr ansmitted to the young er generation. 
 
Summary: Although driftwood deposits in Scammo n Bay are not as accessible  
as they ar e in nearby Hooper Bay, driftw ood is highly used in the co mmunity for 
firewood and for arts and crafts by a re latively large number of local craftsmen 
and artis t s. Artists and crafts men seem to be somewhat o rganized in Scammo n 
Bay and a  list wi th th eir specialties is available on line at 
 http://w ww.ankn.uaf.edu/Marshall/ scammonbay /ArtsandC rafts.html  (list  
reproduced below).  
 

Due to the relatively remote location of  the village, the development of a  
centralized marketing an d sales cooperative may be of interest to the 
community and m ay work to enha nce the value-added driftwood carvings 
produced i n the Scammon Bay  area.   

Driftwood is a very important fuel resource and at $3.18 per gallo n of 
heating oil, it can make a substantial savings in the winter heating bills, perhaps 
as much as $1,000 per ho usehold.  Scammon Bay seems to offer good 
opportunities to further enhance utilizat ion of driftwood resources for value  
added pr oducts.   
 
 

Arts and Crafts people of Scammon Bay 
From http://www .ankn.uaf .edu/M arshall/scammo nbay/Arts andCrafts. html 
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Ivory Carvers - Xavior Simon, Mike U tter yuk, Willie  Kasayuli, Gary Hunter,  
Felix Walker, Ole Hunter 
 
Wooden Spoons- Xavior Simon, Mike Ut teryuk, Willie Kasayuli, John He nry, 
Gregory S t rongheart,  and so me others . 
 
Uluaqs- Nathan Ka ganak, Mike Utt eryuk, Gregory Strongheart, Willie 
Kasayuli, Felix Walker, Lars Hunter 
 
Wooden Masks- Willie Kasayuli,  Mike Utte ryuk, Felix Walker 
 
Harpoons ,Spears- Mike Utteryuk, Greg ory Stron gheart, Fe lix Walker, and  
most of the men i n town. 
 
Sled Builders- Bruno Kasayuli, Dan Ak erelrea, Mike Utteryuk, and most of  
the men  in town . 
 
Boats - Herring Fish Boats- Saba stian Kasayuli and some others. 
 
Regular boats- Almost  every man in town. 
 
Snow Shoes - Some  of the  men in town. 

 
Basket W eavers - Mary Ann Sund own, Mamie Ulak, Lucy Akerelrea, 
Dorothy Kasayuli, Mary Utteryuk, Alice  Amukon, Lizzie Str ongheart, Lydia  
Yunak, Selma Walker, Dorothy Tunutmoak, Leota Sundown, Gemma 
Hunter, A gnes Aguchak , Norlita Hunter , Elizabeth Hunter, R osalie Hunter, 
Anna Marie Tungwe nuk, Caroli ne Ulak, Evelyn Ulak, Betty Ge orge, Angelin e 
Amukon,  and some of the hig h school  st udents . 
 

Grass Doll Makers :   Ly dia Yunak and Mamie Ulak 
 

 

Conclusions:  (based upon the four villages visited) 
 

Today, in coastal co mmunities of Sou thwestern Alaska, driftwood is still a  
very impo rtant economical and cultural resource.  Altho ugh each community 
visited showed diff erences in term of qu antity and types of  wood available and  
access to accumulations, th ere are some consistent uses, such as smoking fish  
with cottonwood.  Likewise, i n the Y up’ik  area, driftwood is uniformly used in 
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the sauna bath.  W hile any dr y wood is g ood to burn, spruce is often preferred.   
In Togiak, several people told us that they hang cedar woo d in the steam bath 
for the pleasure of its smell.  

In addition, some  craft ite ms are made from driftwood but limited 
marketing and sales opportu nities have  constrained their economic impact.  
Moreover several of the peopl e we met were carvi ng and making crafted obj ects 
as a pleasurable activity.  They showed  interest in an organized cooperative 
where they could expose and eventually sell their art pieces.  Traditional 
implements were still made in Hooper Bay and Scammon Bay such as spoons, 
masks, and dolls.  These communities sh owed a traditio n of carving that is 
transmitted from g eneration to genera tion and interest an d participation is 
found within this  young gener ation.    

In the four visited communities, resid ents seem to have  observed that 
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