


Above: Professor Matthew Sturm ’83, ’89 points at
a map that pinpoints locations on Denali where a

member of the 1910 Sourdough Expedition stopped
to take photographs. UAF/GI photo by JR Ancheta.

»ĪĎ ƑĎëŲĪĎũɗ ëŁƑëƗŬ ĄëŦëăŁĎ ōģ ë ŨŵĮĄĿ ĄĪëňĤĎ
ģũōŇ ģũĮĎňĊ Ųō ģōĎ ōň rōũŲĪ !ŇĎũĮĄëɶŬ ŲëŁŁĎŬŲ
ŇōŵňŲëĮňɗ ƑëŬ ĤōōĊ ōň ŲĪĮŬ ĊëƗɖ »ĪĎ ŁëŲĎ

Somewhere at
about 15,800 feet
on Mount McKinley
on April 1, 1910, a
man standing on a
yet-to-be-named
glacier below a
yet-to-be named
ridge opened the
shutter on a simple
Kodak camera.



ëģŲĎũňōōň Ŭŵň ĄëŬŲ ŁĎňĤŲĪƗ ŬĪëĊōƑŬ ōň ŲĪĎ
ĊōƑňŬŁōŦĎ ăĎŲƑĎĎň ŲĪĎ ĤŁëĄĮĎũɶŬ ĄũëĊŁĮňĤ ƑëŁŁŬɖ

^Ų ŇëĊĎ ë ƣňĎ ĊëƗ ģōũ ŦĪōŲōĤũëŦĪƗɖ

»ĪĮŬ ŦëũŲĮĄŵŁëũ ŬŲōŦ ōň ŲĪĎ ĄŁĮŇă ŵŦƑëũĊɗ ëĮŇĮňĤ
ģōũ ë ĪĮĤĪ ŦōĮňŲ ƑĪĎũĎ ňō ĪŵŇëň ĪëĊ ăĎģōũĎ
ŬŲōōĊɗ ƑëŬ ōňĎ ōģ ë ĪëňĊģŵŁ ōģ ŦëŵŬĎŬ ëŲ ƑĪĮĄĪ
ŲĪĎ ĄëŇĎũë ĊĮĊ ĮŲŬ ƑōũĿɖ

»ĪĎ ŁĎňŬ ëŲ ƐëũĮōŵŬ ŦŁëĄĎŬ ĄëŦŲŵũĎĊ ŲĪĎ
ŇōŵňŲëĮňɶŬ ŬĄōŵũĎĊ ëňĊ ƣŬŬŵũĎĊ ŬňōƑ ŬŵũģëĄĎŬɗ
ĮŲŬ ģëŁŁĎň ăŁōĄĿŬ ōģ ŬňōƑ ëňĊ ĮĄĎɗ ĮŲŬ ũōĄĿƗ
ģĎëŲŵũĎŬ ŦũōŲũŵĊĮňĤ ģũōŇ ŲĪĎ ƑĪĮŲĎɖ



unidentified person provides a mistaken date for the Sourdough
Expedition and also remarks on Belmore Browne’s 1912 attempt,

which got within 125 feet of the southern summit. Photos from
Dorothy Jean Ray Collection, Rasmuson Library Archives.

^Ų ĄëŦŲŵũĎĊ ë ĪŵŇëňɶŬ ŬŵňĿĎň ăōōŲ ŦũĮňŲŬɗ ŁĮĿĎŁƗ
ŲĪĎ ƣũŬŲ ĎƐĎũ ŇëĊĎ ōň ŲĪĎ ĪĮĤĪ ũĮĊĤĎɖ

qŵĄĪ ōģ ƑĪëŲ ŲĪĎ ĄëŇĎũë ĄëŦŲŵũĎĊɗ ĪōƑĎƐĎũɗ
ƑōŵŁĊ ăĎ ģōũĤōŲŲĎň Ųō ŲĮŇĎɖ

VōũĤōŲŲĎňɗ ŲĪëŲ ĮŬɗ ŵňŲĮŁ ŬōŇĎōňĎ ňōŲĮĄĎĊ ŲĪĎ
ƑũĮŲĮňĤ ōň ŲĪĎ Ųëă ōģ ë ƣŁĎ ģōŁĊĎũ ȞȞȟ ƗĎëũŬ ëňĊ ŬĮƖ
ŇōňŲĪŬ ŁëŲĎũɖ

»ĪëŲ ŬōŇĎōňĎ ĮŬ qëŲŲĪĎƑ µŲŵũŇɖ

µŲŵũŇ ƑĎňŲ Ųō ŲĪĎ ¾ňĮƐĎũŬĮŲƗ ōģ !ŁëŬĿë VëĮũăëňĿŬ
²ëŬŇŵŬōň lĮăũëũƗ ëũĄĪĮƐĎ ōň ōňĎ wĄŲōăĎũ ĊëƗ
ŁëŬŲ ƗĎëũ Ųō ŁōōĿ ŲĪũōŵĤĪ ŬōŇĎ ĤũëƗ ĄëŬĎŬ ŲĪĎ
ëũĄĪĮƐĎ ŬŲëģģ ĪëĊ ũĎëĊĮĎĊ ģōũ ĪĮŇɖ »ĪĎ ĄëŬĎŬ ĪĎŁĊ
ŲĪĎ ĊōňëŲĎĊ ģëŇĮŁƗ ĄōŁŁĎĄŲĮōň ōģ @ōũōŲĪƗ iĎëň
²ëƗɗ ĊëŵĤĪŲĎũ ōģ ë ƑōŇëň ƑĪō ĄëŇĎ Ųō !ŁëŬĿë Įň
ŲĪĎ ĤōŁĊ ũŵŬĪĎŬ ōģ ȞȥȦȤ ŲĪũōŵĤĪ ȞȦȝȠɖ

A mislabeled folder



µŲŵũŇ ƑëŬ ĊōĮňĤ ŬōŇĎ ĤŁëĄĮĎũ ũĎŬĎëũĄĪ ŵňũĎŁëŲĎĊ
Ųō ŲĪĎ ȞȦȞȝ ĄŁĮŇă ōģ rōũŲĪ !ŇĎũĮĄëɶŬ ĪĮĤĪĎŬŲ
ŇōŵňŲëĮňɖ

qëŲĎũĮëŁŬ ōģ ŲĪĎ !ŁëŬĿë ëňĊ ¯ōŁëũ ²ĎĤĮōňŬ
:ōŁŁĎĄŲĮōňŬ ëňĊ !ũĄĪĮƐĎŬ ëũĎ ĪĎŁĊ Įň ŬŦĎĄĮëŁ
ŬŁĎňĊĎũ ƤĮŦɫŲōŦ ĄëŬĎŬɗ ĎëĄĪ ëăōŵŲ Ȣ ĮňĄĪĎŬ ƑĮĊĎ





»ĪĎ rĎƑ ØōũĿ »ĮŇĎŬ ōň iŵňĎ Ȣɗ ȞȦȞȝɗ ĄëũũĮĎĊ ŲĪũĎĎ
ģŵŁŁ ŦëĤĎŬ ëăōŵŲ ŲĪĎ ĄŁĮŇă ŵňĊĎũ ŲĪĎ ĪĎëĊŁĮňĎ
ɳVĮũŬŲ ëĄĄōŵňŲ ōģ ĄōňŨŵĎũĮňĤ qōŵňŲ qĄkĮňŁĎƗɴ ëňĊ
ĮňĄŁŵĊĎĊ ë ŦĪōŲōĤũëŦĪ ŇëĊĎ ëŲ ëăōŵŲ ȞȞɗȝȝȝ ģĎĎŲɖ
wŲĪĎũ ŦĪōŲōĤũëŦĪŬ ƑĎũĎ ģũōŇ ŁōƑĎũ ĎŁĎƐëŲĮōňŬ
ëňĊ ĮňĄŁŵĊĎĊ ë ģëĿĎ ŦĪōŲō ĄũĎëŲĎĊ Ųō ĮŁŁŵŬŲũëŲĎ ŲĪĎ
ŬŵŇŇĮŲɖ

»ĪĎ »ĮŇĎŬ ĄōƐĎũëĤĎ ĮňĄŁŵĊĎĊ ë ŁĎňĤŲĪƗ ōƐĎũƐĮĎƑ
ŬŲōũƗ ăƗ VëĮũăëňĿŬ @ëĮŁƗ rĎƑŬɫqĮňĎũ DĊĮŲōũ ÒɖVɖ
»ĪōŇŦŬōň ëňĊ ë ŬĎŦëũëŲĎ ĊĎŲëĮŁĎĊ ëĄĄōŵňŲ ōģ ŲĪĎ
ëŬĄĎňŲ ŲōŁĊ ăƗ ĄŁĮŇă ōũĤëňĮƟĎũ »ōŇ lŁōƗĊɖ »ĪĎ
rĎƑŬɫqĮňĎũ ĪëĊ ăĎĎň ë ăĮĤ ăōōŬŲĎũ ōģ ŲĪĎ ŬŵŇŇĮŲ
ĄŁëĮŇŬɖ

ÒĮŲĪĮň ƑĎĎĿŬɗ ŦëũŲŬ ōģ ŲĪĎ »ĮŇĎŬ ëĄĄōŵňŲ ƑĎũĎ
ĊĮŬĄũĎĊĮŲĎĊɖ µō ŲĪĎ ĄŁĮŇă ƑëŬ ƑĮĊĎŁƗ ƐĮĎƑĎĊ ëŬ ë
ĪōëƖ ŵňŲĮŁ ȞȦȞȥ ƑĪĎň [ŵĊŬōň µŲŵĄĿ ŦŵăŁĮŬĪĎĊ ĪĮŬ
ăōōĿ ōň ĪĮŬ ŬŵĄĄĎŬŬģŵŁ ȞȦȞȠ ëŬĄĎňŲ ōģ @ĎňëŁĮɼŬ
ŬōŵŲĪĎũň ɮ ëňĊ ĪĮĤĪĎũ ɮ ŬŵŇŇĮŲɖ

»ĪĎ µōŵũĊōŵĤĪŬ ɮ lŁōƗĊɗ ¯ĎŲĎ !ňĊĎũŬōňɗ :ĪëũŁĮĎ
qĄWōňëĤëŁ ëňĊ 9ĮŁŁƗ »ëƗŁōũ ɮ ĊĮĊňɶŲ ĿňōƑ ëŲ ŲĪĎ
ŲĮŇĎ ŲĪëŲ ŲĪĎ rōũŲĪ ¯ĎëĿ ĮŬ ëăōŵŲ ȥȢȝ ģĎĎŲ ŁōƑĎũ
ŲĪëň ŲĪĎ µōŵŲĪ ¯ĎëĿɖ »ĪĎ ȞȦȞȝ µōŵũĊōŵĤĪ
DƖŦĎĊĮŲĮōň ĄŁĮŇă ĮŬ ăĎŁĮĎƐĎĊ Ųō ăĎ ŲĪĎ ƣũŬŲ Ųō
ŬŵŇŇĮŲ ĎĮŲĪĎũ ŦĎëĿɖ

A discredited story



»ĪĎ ëũĄĪĮƐĎ ŦĪōŲōĤũëŦĪŬ ëňĊ µŲŵũŇɶŬ ëĊĊĮŲĮōňëŁ
ũĎŬĎëũĄĪ Įň ŲĪĎ ĊĮëũĮĎŬ ōģ ŲĪĎ µŲŵĄĿ ŦëũŲƗ ŬŵŦŦōũŲ
ŲĪĎ ĄŁëĮŇ ăƗ µōŵũĊōŵĤĪ DƖŦĎĊĮŲĮōň ŇĎŇăĎũŬ ŲĪëŲ
ŲĪĎƗ ĮňĊĎĎĊ ŦŁëňŲĎĊ ë ƤëĤ ōň ŲĪĎ rōũŲĪ ¯ĎëĿ Įň
ȞȦȞȝɖ !ŁŁ ōģ µŲŵĄĿɶŬ ŲĎëŇ ŬëƑ ŲĪĎ ȞȡɫģōōŲ ŬŦũŵĄĎ
ƤëĤŦōŁĎ ŲĪũĎĎ ƗĎëũŬ ëģŲĎũ ĮŲ ƑëŬ ĎũĎĄŲĎĊɖ

[ōƑ ĊĮĊ ŲĪōŬĎ ŦĪōŲōĤũëŦĪŬ ĎňĊ ŵŦ ƑĮŲĪ @ōũōŲĪƗ
iĎëň ²ëƗɗ ƑĪōŬĎ ģëŇĮŁƗ ĊōňëŲĎĊ ŲĪĎŇ Ųō ŲĪĎ
ŁĮăũëũƗɝ ²ëƗ ëĄŨŵĮũĎĊ ŲĪĎ ŦĪōŲōĤũëŦĪŬ ŵŦōň ŲĪĎ
ĊĎëŲĪ ōģ ĪĎũ ŇōŲĪĎũɗ ƑĪō ƑëŬ ĎĊĮŲōũ ōģ ëňōŲĪĎũ
VëĮũăëňĿŬ ňĎƑŬŦëŦĎũ ëňĊ ë ģũĮĎňĊ ōģ »ëƗŁōũɶŬɖ

µŲŵũŇ ëňĊ ĄŁĮŇăĮňĤ ŦëũŲňĎũ ¯ĪĮŁĮŦ qëũŬĪëŁŁ ŵŬĎĊ
ŇëŦŬ ëňĊ ĊĮĤĮŲëŁ ŬōģŲƑëũĎ Ųō ŁōĄëŲĎ ƑĪĎũĎ ĎëĄĪ ōģ
ŲĪĎ ŦĪōŲōĤũëŦĪŬ Įň ŲĪĎ »ĮŇĎŬ ŬŲōũƗ ëňĊ ŲĪĎ ňĎƑŁƗ
ĊĮŬĄōƐĎũĎĊ ŦĪōŲōĤũëŦĪŬ ƑĎũĎ ŲëĿĎňɖ

»ĪĎ ģōŁĊĎũ ĄōňŲëĮňŬ ŦĮĄŲŵũĎŬ ōģ ŲĪĎ ĄŁĮŇăĎũŬ Ďň
ũōŵŲĎɗ ë ŵňĮŨŵĎ ëŁŦĎňŬŲōĄĿ ĄŁĮŇăĮňĤ ŬŲëģģ ĄëũũĮĎĊ
ăƗ !ňĊĎũŬōň ëňĊ ŲĪĎ ƤëĤŦōŁĎɖ »ĪĎ ģōŁĊĎũ ëŁŬō
ĪōŁĊŬ ŬĎƐĎũëŁ ŬĄĎňĮĄ ŦĪōŲōŬɖ

Analyzing the photos



Top: Charlie McGonagal, left, and Pete Anderson, two of the four-
man Sourdough Expedition, pause during their climb. The men are

misidentified in the hand-written caption. Bottom: A climber
leaves tracks at about 13,000 feet on what today is known as

Karstens Ridge on Denali. Indentations to the left of the footprints

are believed to be from a 14-foot spruce flagpole strapped across
a climber’s back. The pole was planted near the top of Denali's

North Peak. Photos from Dorothy Jean Ray Collection, Rasmuson
Library Archives.







ũĎŦĎëŲĎĊŁƗ ăōŵňĄĎĊ ĮňŲō ŲĪĎ ŬňōƑ ōň ŲĪĎ
ĄŁĮŇăĎũɶŬ ŁĎģŲɖ

!ňōŲĪĎũ ŦĪōŲō ŁōōĿŬ ăëĄĿ ĊōƑň ŲĪĎ ŇōŵňŲëĮň
ģũōŇ ëăōŵŲ ȞȡɗȢȝȝ ģĎĎŲɖ µŲŵũŇ ĊĎŲĎũŇĮňĎĊ ģũōŇ
ŲĪĎ ŬĪëĊōƑŬ Įň ŲĪĮŬ ŦĪōŲō ŲĪëŲ ŲĪĎ ŲĮŇĎ ƑëŬ ëăōŵŲ
ȡ ŦɖŇɖɗ Ųōō ŁëŲĎ Įň ŲĪĎ ĊëƗ ģōũ ŲĪĎ ŇĎň Ųō ũĎëĄĪ ŲĪĎ
ŬŵŇŇĮŲ ăŵŲ ŁĮĤĪŲ ĎňōŵĤĪ ģōũ ŲĪĎŇ Ųō ĄŁĮŇă ë ŁĮŲŲŁĎ
ĪĮĤĪĎũ ëňĊ ŇëĿĎ ëňōŲĪĎũ ŦĪōŲōĤũëŦĪɖ

»ĪëŲ ĪĮĤĪĎũ ŦĪōŲōĤũëŦĪɗ ëŁŬō Įň ŲĪĎ ģōŁĊĎũɗ ĮŬ ë
ŦëňōũëŇë ŁōōĿĮňĤ ĊōƑň ģũōŇ ŲĪĎ ŬŵũģëĄĎ ōģ





lŁōƗĊ ũĎŲŵũňĎĊ Ųō VëĮũăëňĿŬ ŁëŲĎũ Įň !ŦũĮŁɗ ëăōŵŲ
ŲƑō ŇōňŲĪŬ ăĎģōũĎ ŲĪĎ ōŲĪĎũ ŲĪũĎĎ ŇĎňɗ ëňĊ
ëňňōŵňĄĎĊ ëŁŁ ģōŵũ ĄŁĮŇăĎũŬ ĪëĊ ũĎëĄĪĎĊ ŲĪĎ
ŇōŵňŲëĮňɶŬ ɳŲƑō ŬŵŇŇĮŲŬɖɴ [Ď ƑëŬ ŇĎŲ ƑĮŲĪ ŁōĄëŁ
ŬĿĎŦŲĮĄĮŬŇɗ ĪōƑĎƐĎũɗ ăĎĄëŵŬĎ ĪĎ ĪëĊ ňō ŬŵŇŇĮŲ
ŦĪōŲōĤũëŦĪŬ ëňĊ ƑëŬ ňōŲ ŦĪƗŬĮĄëŁŁƗ ƣŲ ģōũ
ĄŁĮŇăĮňĤɖ

»ĪĎ ōŲĪĎũ ĄŁĮŇăĎũŬ ũĎŇëĮňĎĊ ëŲ këňŲĮŬĪňëɗ
ƑōũĿĮňĤ ŲĪĎĮũ ŇĮňĮňĤ ĄŁëĮŇŬɗ ëňĊ ĊĮĊňɶŲ ũĎŲŵũň Ųō
VëĮũăëňĿŬ ŵňŲĮŁ iŵňĎ ɮ ëģŲĎũ ŲĪĎ ĎƖëĤĤĎũëŲĎĊ
ĄŁëĮŇŬ ōģ ŲĪĎ rĎƑ ØōũĿ »ĮŇĎŬ ŬŲōũƗ ĪëĊ ăĎĎň
ŦŵăŁĮŬĪĎĊɖ



This view, photographed by a member of the 1910 Sourdough Expedition, looks northeastward from the surface of the

Muldrow Glacier through what is today known as McGonagall Pass, at an elevation of about 5,500 feet. Charlie
McGonagal, one of the Sourdoughs, named the pass after Bill McPhee, a Fairbanks bar owner who helped finance the

expedition. In 1916, the name was changed to McGonagall (sic) Pass, according to the U.S. Geological Survey's National
Map database. Photo from Dorothy Jean Ray Collection, Rasmuson Library Archives.

Writer Rod Boyce is a science writer at the
University of Alaska Fairbanks Geophysical

Institute.


