
UAF Policy 10.07.091 
Original Adoption: January 28, 2013 
Revised: May 23, 2024 
Responsible Chancellorôs Cabinet Member: Vice Chancellor for Research 
Responsible Department/Office: Animal Resources Center 

Attending Veterinarian & Veterinary Care Policy 

POLICY STATEMENT 

The University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) Attending Veterinarian (AV) is responsible for the 
health and well-being of all animals used by the institution. To fulfill this mission, the AV 
oversees the UAF Animal Resources Center (ARC) and has the direct authority to ensure the 
adequacy of animal care and use by UAF, irrespective of unit or departmental management, 
purpose, or funding. The AV reports directly to the designated Institutional Official (IO) and is a 
voting member of the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC). 

BACKGROUND & JUSTIFICATION 

Adequate veterinary care is an essential component of an animal care and use program and is 
required by the Animal Welfare Regulations (AWRs) and Public Health Service (PHS) Policy on 
Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. The importance of adequate veterinary care is 
also emphasized in animal research guidelines and policies promulgated by scientific 
organizations. 

It is the responsibility of UAF to support a comprehensive animal care and use program that 
ensures the health and well-being of all animals used by the institution. Clear provisions have 
been made at UAF to give the AV appropriate authority to execute a program of adequate 
veterinary care, including access to all animals. 

DEFINITIONS 

Adequate Veterinary Care: UAF follows the requirements set forth under 9 CFR 2.33 in the 
Animal Welfare Regulations as well as the American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine 
(ACLAM) position on adequate veterinary care. 

Animal: For the purpose of this policy, animal refers to any live vertebrate. 

Animal Resources Center (ARC): The ARC directly administers several UAF animal research 
facilities and houses UAFs Veterinary Services. 

Animal 



Attending Veterinarian (AV) 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5113890/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5113890/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-9
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title7/chapter54&edition=prelim
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/guide-for-the-care-and-use-of-laboratory-animals.pdf


5. Guide for the Care and Use of Agricultural Animals in Research and Teaching, Fourth 
Edition, 2020. Published by the American Dairy Science Association, the American 
Society of Animal Science, and the Poultry Science Association. 

6. 2016 Guidelines for the American Society of Mammalogists for the use of wild mammals 
in research. 2016 Journal of Mammalogy, 97(3):663-688,. 

7. Fair, J., E. Paul, J. Jones and L. Bies, Eds. 2023. Guidelines to the Use of Wild Birds in 
Research. Washington, D.C. Ornithological Council. 

8. Guidelines for the Use of Fishes in Research. 2014. Use of Fishes in Research Committee 
(joint committee of the American Fisheries Society, the American Institute of Fishery 
Research Biologists, and the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists). 
American Fisheries Society, Bethesda, Maryland. 

9. Guidelines for Use of Live Amphibians and Reptiles in Field and Laboratory Research, 
2nd edition(2004) Herpetological Animal Care and Use Committee (HACC) of the 
American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists 

10. 
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https://www.asas.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/agguide_4th.pdf?sfvrsn=56b44ed1_2
https://www.asas.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/agguide_4th.pdf?sfvrsn=56b44ed1_2
https://academic.oup.com/jmammal/article/92/1/235/943231
https://academic.oup.com/jmammal/article/92/1/235/943231
https://birdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Guidelines-September-2023.pdf
https://birdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Guidelines-September-2023.pdf
https://fisheries.org/docs/wp/Guidelines-for-Use-of-Fishes.pdf
https://ssarherps.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/guidelinesherpsresearch2004.pdf
https://olaw.nih.gov/policies-laws/phs-policy.htm
https://olaw.nih.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/media/document/17164/file
https://www.uaf.edu/ori/files/Principal%20Investigator%20UAF%20Eligibility%20Policy%202021.docx.pdf
https://olaw.nih.gov/policies-laws/gov-principles.htm
https://olaw.nih.gov/policies-laws/gov-principles.htm


other activities, referral for misconduct proceedings, and reporting to state and federal agencies. 
Any disciplinary action taken by the university will follow the employment rules governing the 
individualôs employment category. 

EXCEPTIONS 

There are no exceptions to this policy. 

PROCEDURES 

The AV and other veterinarians in the ARC have full institutional support and authority to 
manage the U¾




