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Teresa Chepoda Usibelli 
has joined the UAF team as 
a major gi� o�cer, bringing 
fundraising, business and 
leadership skills with her.

Originally from 
Washington state, Teresa 
came to Alaska in 1985 
and married the late 
John Usibelli, a mining 
engineering alumnus and 
production manager at 
Usibelli Coal Mine. 

Teresa earned her alcohol 
and substance abuse 
counseling certi�cation 
from UAF’s Tanana Valley 
Campus and worked for 
Tanana Chiefs Conference, 
traveling to remote villages.

She then moved to Healy, 
where she worked as the 
mayor’s special assistant in 
the newly formed Denali 
Borough and developed 
several businesses. 

A�er selling the 
businesses, Teresa returned 
to Fairbanks, where she 
spent eight years in 
development and planned 
giving for the Catholic 
diocese.

Meet UAF Development 
sta� at www.uaf.edu/
giving/contact/.
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