


UAMN Virtual Early Explorers: Solar System 

 

At Home in The Milky Way 

Discover the incredible vastness of our galaxy and beyond! 

Our Solar System has one star, the Sun. The Solar System and Sun are part of 
a galaxy: a huge collection of stars, gas, and dust. Our galaxy is called the 
Milky Way. Scientists estimate that there are between 100 and 400 billion 

stars just in the Milky Way! The universe contains billions of galaxies like this, 
each one full of stars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arches Cluster, the densest known star cluster in the Milky Way. Image: ESA/Hubble. 

Imagine one of the tiny pieces of glitter in your sensory bottle is the sun, 
and the much smaller planets are orbiting around it. We cannot see planets 

easily as only stars produce enough light. 

Discover more about galaxies:  
spaceplace.nasa.gov/galaxy/en/ 

  




