
NRM F303X, Environmental Ethics and Actions
Course Syllabus, Spring Semester 2022

Section 003 9:45-11:15 AM Tuesdays & Thursdays, Zoom Link
Section 004 2:00-3:30 PM Tuesdays & Thursdays, Zoom Link
Section 002 2:00-3:30 PM Tuesdays & Thursdays, O’Neill 201

David Valentine, Instructor Phone: 474-7614
Professor of Forest Soils Email: dvalentine@alaska.edu
309 O’Neill Building

Zoom info: You will need to present your alaska.edu credentials in order to attend Zoom
classes.  Classes will be recorded and made available in Canvas for your review, if needed.

Office Hours: To stem the spread of COVID-19, I am only available to meet virtually
(Zoom, telephone, etc.).  Please use my contact information to schedule time with me.

Textbook: Bassham, Gregory.  2020.  Environmental Ethics:  The Central Issues.  Hacket,
Indianapolis/Cambridge.  231 p.

Additional readings will be posted on the course Canvas site.

NRM 303 is an upper division class. While you will be expected to learn some facts and ideas,
the emphasis will be on exploring, thinking, and reflection based on assigned readings.  These
will be developed through class discussions in which active student participation is expected.

Email: I occasionally may need to contact you between class periods via email. If you prefer to
use an email address other than your UA address, you will need to set up email forwarding.

Description: Exploration of the history of modern Western views of the relationship between
people and nature, alternative foundations for an environmental ethic (utilitarianism, spiritual
activity, rights-based and respect-based ethics) and practices of such ethics in business,
profession and general lifestyle today.

Course goals: Through exploration of the breadth of environmental ethics as a discipline and its
application to environmental issues, students will learn:

● to understand, identify, and be able to work with the three broad approaches to ethical
analysis (ethics of consequence, principle, purpose)
● to analyze arguments for their strengths and weaknesses based on the quality of

information and reasoning
● to explore the relationship between ethical theory and ethical action:

as a basis for individual behavior, public policy and professional codes for environmental
and resource managers.

https://alaska.zoom.us/j/86713853743
https://alaska.zoom.us/j/88575687941
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