




II. 
!
!
"!(+-9!$,+-&"-2!&/'!0"*'#1!!
!
"!(+-!

LROC!0"*'#!3(,0!&/'!I'%(*!7"**!P"('9!LRRS!0"*'#!3(,0!&/'!M,*.!:)("-2#!P"('9!LGLT!0"*'#!3(,0!
&/'!M*%('0,-&<U'%(!3"('9!L9GOG!0"*'#!3(,0!&/'!7,*".%4!P%(0!P"('9!LGGR!0"*'#!3(,0!&/'!
U'%$/"'!M('';!P"('9!LGTO!0"*'#!3(,0!&/'!V*%##!P"('9!LTSO!0"*'#!3(,0!&/'!@+2+#&!M,0)*'51!

!
Q/'('?!%!6,,.!%&!&/'!'.2'!,3!%!<="**'9!&/'!$*%4!('.!6"&/!,5"."W'.!"(,-1!
!
Q/'-?!%!/+0".!%3&'(-,,-!%&!&/'!&%"*<'-.!,3!%!#+00'(!,3!2("'31!
!
@-!,='(/%-2"-2!8(%-$/!#$(%)'#!#;"-9!8*,,.!.("))"-2!%!*,6'($%#'!!l!!.,6-!04!$/'';1!U'3,('!"!)+**!
,+&!04!)/,-'!&,!('%.!04!3%$'9!"F='!%*('%.4!&(%-#*%&'.!&/'!)%"-?!
!
! l  3,(!)843'1#2&9#
! l!!3,(!)',5'!
!

!*!
!
"!6("&'!%-.!('6("&'!%!),'0?!:+'#"8-43#38$'#!#;(3#/-217#*,4#,3#<,11(1#=',.+1!>



B-!LSNG9!%!3"3&''-<4'%(<,*.!8,4!*,88'.!%!#0,;'!8,08!"-&,!a%2*'!M('';!M%-4,-!.+("-2!%!3"('!8%-1!
Q"-.#!8*'6!#0,;'!%-.!%#/!6'#&!,-&,!I,(&*%-.1!@3&'(!&/(''!0,-&/#9!&/'!3"('!/%.!$,-#+0'.!-'%(*4!
CS9SSS!%$('#!%*,-2!&/'!M,*+08"%!`"='(!V,(2'1!
!
B-!LSNT9!"!8(,;'!%!3"('!8%-!6"&/!04!3("'-.#!%&!M%--,-!U'%$/1!B&!6%#!&/'!#+00'(!8'3,('!&/'!3"('#&,(0!
.'#&(,4'.!I%(%."#'9!&/'!#+00'(!/'%.*"-'#!('%.!XI,(&*%-.!U('%;#!`'$,(.!3,(!H,#&!D%4#!@8,='!\S!
D'2(''#1Z!!
!

!
*!
!

=%#3+'#'1/#("#3+'#.'132-%6#8"#+2$,183%#/('41M3#4),4+#;-''1+(24'#;,4#'$8448(14#3(#"8;+3#.)8$,3'#.+,1;'6#N*'#$8;+3#'?&'.3#
3(#;'3#JI#&'-.'13#$(-'#)8;+3181;LO#
#
P5'1#8"#3+'-'#*'-'#1(#.+,1;'4#81#)8;+3181;#"-'Q2'1.%6#3+'#8$&,.3#("#*,-$'-#,1/#/-8'-#.(1/838(14#,44(.8,3'/#*83+#.)8$,3'#
.+,1;'#+')&#$,7'#)8;+3181;#$(-'#'""'.385'#,3#8;18381;#*8)/"8-'4L#

!
#

*!
!
B-!8,&/!.(%3&#!,3!&/'!),'09!,#0)2'#0(33)'#("#5(/7,!%-.!*8)/"8-'4#3(#3+'#4(23+#,1/#',431!!
!
>/'!-'6!='(#",-!'-.#9!/%*3!%$$+#%&",-9!/%*3!$,-3'##",-?!%(2#/(1M3#3,)7#,0(23#)(5'#@3+'#0(%#*+(#*,13'/#A#3+'#
"8-'6#3+'#")8.7#("#3+'#)8;+3'-6#3+'#.)',1#0),/'#("#)8Q2(-#A#.23381;#%(2-#3+-(,3B#%(2#4,%#N!#)83#3+'#"8-'#!#&23#83#(23O#
!
Q/"*'!"!$/%-2'!$,00%#!%-.!)(,-,+-#9!04!3("'-.F#!3%0"*4!$%8"-!8+(-#!.,6-!"-!&/'!3,('#&!'%#&!,3!
:%*'01!>/'!3,('#&!&/%&!+#'.!&,!.(")!6"&/!,*.<0%-F#!8'%(.!-'5&!&,!&/'!("='(!6/'('!,+(!3%$'#!8'%0!"-!%!
)/,&,!3(,0!3"='!4'%(#!%2,9!04!/%"(!#&"**!#/,(&9!,+(!$/'';#!&,+$/"-21!
!
!

*!
#
Q/%&!('0%"-#E!H4!0'0,(4!,3!&/'!)%(%8*'!6/'('!&/'!0%-!"-!/'**!$("'#!3,(!6%&'(1!]+#&!%!3"-2'(&")!
."))'.!"-!%!#&('%0!&,!$,,*!/"#!&,-2+'1!U+&!"&F#!"0),##"8*'9!&/'!$/%#0!&,,!2('%&!&,!$(,##1!
!
J,!,-'!%8*'!&,!$,0'!,(!*'%='1!A='(!L9CSS!0"*'#1!@**!&/"#!#)%$'!8'&6''-1!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



III. 
 
 
"!$*"$;!,-!%!/'%.*"-'!3(,0!&/'!R&(7'4$,1#S'58'*



!
!

*!
!
"!6%&$/!04#'*3!"-!04!3%&/'(F#!/,+#'!d&/'!/,+#'!$+&!"-!&6,e!%#!6"-.,6#!#/%&&'(9!6"-.!#$(%)'#!#$%8#!,3!
#/"-2*'#!3(,0!&/'!(,,31!>/'!/,+#'!#6%4#!"-!%!.'#'(&!#)".'(6'88'.!6"&/!$(%$;#!*";'!%!)"'$'!,3!
#%-.#&,-'!%8,+&!&,!#/%&&'(!+-.'(!%!/%00'(F#!3"#&1!
!
"!.('%0!&/"#1!
!
"!.('%0!%!0+&'.!%),$%*4)#'9!04!0,&/'(F#!-%0'!'$*")#'.!"-!04!0,+&/1!"!.('%0!%!*%-.3"**!"-!&/'!2(%='!
,3!%!*%;'b0"$(,6%='#9!'0)&4!V%&,(%.'!8,&&*'#9!&/'!8+*8,+#!/'%.!,3!%!8%84!.,**1!"!.('%0!%-!



IV.!
!
!
>/'!.%4#!0,*.!%-.!.'$,0),#'1!@!8%-%-%!)''*!3+#'#!6"&/!4'#&'(.%4F#!/'%.*"-'#9!*%-2+%2'!$,0)*"$"&9!
$,0)*4"-21#
#
M%(."-%*#!%-.!8*+'c%4#!#$(''$/!,+&#".'!04!)%-'.!6"-.,69!3*%#/'#!,3!('.!%-.!8*+'!('3+#"-2!04!2(%)/9!
04!2(".1!H4!#"2/&!$%-F&!/,*.!&/'"(!0,='0'-&1!>/'!-'6#!.,'#-F&!$,+-&!&/'!-,-/+0%-!%0,-2!&/'!
.'%.1!!
!
!

*!
#
T1'1!>/'!$"$%.%!,-!&/'!*%+-.(4!(,,0!3*,,(1!B&#!/+#;!*'%3<*"2/&!,-!&/'!*"-&<("..'-!*"-,*'+01!
!
:*(1!>/'!(%$$,,-!('#/%)'-!"-&,!#"**4!)+&&4!,-!&/'!$,+-&(4!(,%.1!
!
:+-''1!>/'!:6%"-#,-F#!&/(+#/!,-!&/'!#".'6%*;9!"&#!$"-.'(<8*%$;!'4'#!8+(#&!3(,0!&/'"(!#,$;'&#9!&'&/'('.!
&,!&/'!8,.4!84!&/"-!('.!&/('%.#1!
!
Q/%&!6,(.!$+**'.!4,+E!B-!6/"$/!*%-2+%2'!#/,+*.!"!6'')E!
!
!

*!
!
R($'3+81;#"(-#%(2-#&('3-%6#1(X#
!

!
*!
!

A-$'9!"!.%&'.!%!0%-!6/,!8'*"'='.!&/'!'%(&/!"#!&/'!$'-&'(!,3!&/'!+-"='(#'1!!
!
B#!04!*"'!%-4!."33'('-&?!)+**"-2!."#&%-$'#!"-&,!,(8"&!%#!"3!-%0"-2!"#!%-!%$&!,3!2(%="&4E!>/'!3%-&%#4!,3!!1!
@#!"3!&/'"(!#+33'("-2!"#!04!#+33'("-21!@#!"3!"!$,+*.!#)'%;!3,(!&/'!&(''#1!!
!
]'#+#!&'0)&#!0'9!Y'1%#%(2-4')"1!V+"*&!%-.!%8#&"-'-$'!&/'!3"(#&!#&')#!,3!/'%*"-21!^'&!0'!'0)*,4!&/'!,*.!
&/',*,2"'#9!"-$"-'(%&'!#'*39!#'59!8,.41!7,6!'%#4!&,!$*%"0!#%*=%&",-9!,8c'$&"="&49!'-&(%-$'1!Q/%&!#6''&!
#'.+$&",-9!&/"#!('*'%#'!3(,0!04!,6-!&'**"-21!h-8+(.'-'.!3(,0!%-!!9!"!3*4!%-.!3*49!$(,##!$,+-&(49!#&,(49!
#)'$"'#1!dA!D,+2*%#!3"(9!A!8"2!*'%3!0%)*'9!A!Q'#&'(-!/'0*,$;!.%(;'-"-2!&/'!/"**#".'#!3(,0!I,(&*%-.!
&,!a+2'-'e!!
!
"!+#'!&/'!)(,-,+-!%(2!%-.!0+*&")*41!@0!3'(-!%-.!3(,2!%-.!8*%$;'-'.!0,+-&%"-1!@!0+(0+(%&",-!
6/''*"-2!%8,='!&/'!$"&4!*";'!3*%;'#!,3!%#/!*"3&'.!84!6"-.1!P,(!6'';#!6'!.,-F&!#)'%;1!H4!f!!!!!!g!%-.!"1!
H4!f!!!!!!g!%-.b!
!
!

*!



@-"0%*!#,+-.#!'$/,!%&!'"2/&!%01!@!.,2!*";'!%!#'%*!"-!&/'!#&%"(6'**1!I%"-!%-.!(%2'!%#!)%6#!#$(''$/!
%$(,##!*"-,*'+01!a%$/!8%(;!%!#%6!8*%.'!)+**'.!%$(,##!&/'!0,(-"-2F#!,+&#&('&$/'.!*"08#1!
!
7,6!0%-4!0,(-"-2#!8'3,('!"!*'%(-?!"-!J'6!H'5"$,9!&/,+#%-.#!,3!.'%.!%-.!.4"-2!8"(.#1!:6%**,6#!
2(,+-.'.!,-!%!2,*3!$,+(#'9!8*+'8"(.#9!6%(8*'(#9!#)%((,6#9!8*%$;8"(.#1!@-!21&-'.'/'13'/!-+08'(1!@**!
"-#'$&"=,('#9!8,&/!0"2(%&,(4!%-.!4'%(<(,+-.#8"(.#1!>/'!%(&"$*'!#&%&'#!4($'#-'4',-.+'-4#424&'.3#3+'#K'43#
<(,43M4#-,;81;#*8)/"8-'4#.(2)/#0'#3(#0),$'L#
#
:+'%#.(2)/#+,5'#0''1#,""'.3'/#Z#:+'%#.(2)/#+,5'#0''1#"(-.'/#3(#)',5'Z#:+'%#.(2)/#+,5'#0''1#"(-.'/#813(#,#)(1;'-#
D(2-1'%LLL#
!
!

*!
!
Q/%&!"#!%!8,+-.%(4!8+&!%!&/('#/,*.!,3!('#),-#"8"*"&49!,3!('&+(-E!!
!
B-!&/'!8%$;!,3!&/'!$%-4,-9!%!8+#/!



V. 
 
 



Q/'-!04!0,&/'(!%#;#!/,6!"!0%;'!#'-#'!,3!6/4!6'!%('!/'('9!"!.,-F&!%-#6'(1!:/'!;'')#!%#;"-2!0'!
K+'#&",-#9!/,)"-2!#/'F**!*'%.!0'!&,!$,-3'##!&/'!V,.!#/'!#%4#!"!-''.1!"!;'')!6("&"-2!),'0#!&,!('%$/!/'(1!
a%$/!,3!+#!&(4"-2!&,!#%='!&/'!,&/'(!"-!,+(!,6-!*%-2+%2'1!
!
#

*!
#
Q,0'-!;-''*!"-!#;"(&#!,-!&/'!$%()'&'.!#&')#!%&!&/'!3(,-&!,3!&/'!$/+($/1!>/'"(!3%$'#!3(%$&%*!"-!&/'!('.!
2*,6!$%#&!.,6-!3(,0!#&%"-'.!2*%##1!@!)%"(!,3!#*%$;#!#&(%..*'#!&/'!),."+01!@!)%"(!,3!/%-.#!*"3&'.!,='(!
&/'01!a%$/!6,0%-!/,*.#!%!$/"*.1!@!8+(-&!,(!#"-!,33'("-21



!
!

*!!
!
:&"**9!"!'%&!8+&!$%--,&!6'')1!B-!04!('="#",-!,3!&/'!.('%09!"!#&%-.!8'/"-.!&/'!),."+0!%-.!)%(&!04!*")#1!
H4!8,.4!,)'-#1!@-!A!&/(,+2/!6/"$/!$,*,(#!*'%)b(%"-9!6"-.9!&/+-.'(9!3"('9!.%+2/&'(b/,6*"-2!"-!%!
3"'*.!#+((,+-.'.!84!3*%0'#!$%-.*"-2!&/'!&(''#1!!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





"!&(4!Q";")'."%!d3(''9!8+&!&/'4F('!%#;"-2!3,(!.,-%&",-#e!%-.!3"-.!%!.'#$(")&",-!&/%&!0%&$/'#!04!
%*('%.4!/%W4!0'0,(4!,3!&/'!8"(.1!"!$%-!-'='(!".'-&"34!%!#)'$"'#!%&!&/'!0,0'-&!,3!,+(!'-$,+-&'(1!
Q%#-F&!"&!@+2+#&"-'!6/,!#%".!6'!$%-!-'='(!-%0'!&/'!)('#'-&E!P,(!%#!#,,-!%#!6'!#%4!X-,69Z!"&!/%#!
%*('%.4!)%##'.9!&/'!6,(.#!3%."-2!"-&,!&/'!#)%$'!6/'('!#,0'&/"-2!/%#!."#%))'%('.!,(!$/%-2'.1!
!
!

*!
!
@#!$*"0%&'!$/%-2'!%-.!,='(!%!$'-&+(4!,3!3"('!#+))('##",-!*'%.!&,!0,('!/"2/!#'='("&4!3"('#!"-!&/'!
3+&+('9!"&!$,+*.!8'!/%(.'(!3,(!3,('#&#!%-.!,&/'(!'$,#4#&'0#!&,!('$,='(9!R.8'1.'#V,;,\81'!('),(&#1!
W)-',/%6#4($'#'.(4%43'$4#81#_(-3+#W$'-8.,#3+,3#+,5'#+,/#"-'Q2'13#(-#813'14'#02-14#,-'#1(3#-';'1'-,381;L#!1#4($'#
&),.'46#42.+#,4#3+'#4,;'0-24+#'.(4%43'$#("#3+'#]-',3#=,481#*'43#("#3+'#R8'--,#_'5,/,#$(213,81#-,1;'#,1/#"(-'434#81#
3+'#`),$,3+#V(213,814#,)(1;#3+'#<,)8"(-18,[





@!/40-!3,(!&/'!0%&$/!"!/,*.!&,!&/'!)%2'1!!
!
@!/40-!3,(!&/'!#"*'-$'!%3&'(!04!6,(.#!/%='!8+(-'.!%6%4!6/'('!"!3"-.!04#'*3!$(4"-2!%-.!$%-F&!#%4!
6/,#'!6%&'(!"#!('*'%#'.9!6/"$/!("='(!#)*"&#!&/'!#&,-'!"-#".'!0'1!!
!
H"#&!("#'#!3(,0!&/'!3%**#!"-!&/'!$'-&'(!,3!&/'!$"&4!6/'('!04!0,&/'(!6%;'#!%-.!#*'')#1!@3&'(!%!#'%#,-!
,3!3"('!%-.!#0,;'9!#/'!6%*;#!&/(,+2/!&/'!)"-'#9!)+**"-2!0'!"-&,!/'(!,(8"&!,3!)(%"#'!%-.!2("'31!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTES 
!
!
The title for this seven-part lyric essay has been taken from The New York Times headline “As the West Coast  
Burns, Communities Unravel With Each Death,” published on September 12, 2020. 
 
Definitions and etymologies come from the Oxford English Dictionary and from etymonline.com, except 
where otherwise noted. 
!
!
BB1!!
!

Italicized language in the sections beginning with “ i read, Human activity causes…” and “By the end of the 
century…”



less than 250 years but in other systems, such as Pacific coastal Douglas-fir… it may take in excess of 
1,000 years for the full compliment of structural stages inherent to the system to develop.” 

 
In Confessions, Augustine writes, “Therefore, if the present, so as to be time, must be so constituted  
that it passes into the past, how can we say that it is, since the cause of its being is the fact that it will  
cease to be? Does it not follow that we can truly say that it is time, only because it tends towards  
non-being?” 


