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The Big Ideas! OF THE PLAY
Themes, Thoughts, and “Big Idea” Discussion Questions about the play.

1FOR TEACHERS

Summary: The story follows the lives of three sisters, Albienne, Beatrix, and Carmen, who are born 
minutes apart from each other to a loving family that lives in the woods and works in humble ways to 
get by. All three girls, although they are the same age, grow into unique children that each learn about 
the world in different ways. After tragedy takes their mother from them and their step mother convinces 
their poor father to abandon them in the woods, they each venture out into the world in different 
directions to find their home again. One stays where they were left in the thick and untamed wilderness, 
one goes east towards the rising sun, and ones goes west with the sun warming her back as she goes. 
Each must overcome obstacles in her way, learn from them, and grow with these new strengths each has 
until they meet again 20 years later. 

Discussion topics: 

1. What is the “Essential Question” of the play? i.e. Each girl asks: “Which Way do I Go? “or “Will the 
triplets find their way home again?” Ask your students what they think the “BIGGEST QUESTION” in 
the play is, and if it is answered.

2. Family/youth

1. Family tree: Grandparents, Parents (biological/step), (aunts, uncles,) children, siblings 
(bio/step/ adopted). Who is in your family tree?

2. Abandonment: What does it mean to abandon something? Someone? What could be a cause
for this action?

3. Should adults always be in charge and make decisions for young people?

4. Define fairness. If something is unfair, should a young person speak up?

3. Leadership/service

1. All three sisters lead in different ways, when/at which points?

2. All three sisters serve in different way, and have different feelings about it, when/at which
points?

4. Courage

1. All three sister exemplify courage at some point in the story, when?

5. This is a journey piece. Dealing with loneliness and sorrow, joy and forgiveness, all three very
different children go on their own journeys to “find their identity.” This adventure is filled with a sense
of ambiguity and self discovery that is true to the world we live in today. It explores family
connection and delves deep into what it means to be a part of a community. By asking the question:
Which way do I go? What is ambiguous about the world YOU live in? Tell us about YOUR
community, who makes up that unique group? If you were in this story, which way would YOU go?



A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY
A PLAYWRIGHT FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES and now  
A CHILDREN’S BOOK AUTHOR…FINEGAN KRUCKEMEYER

Before I was a writer, I was a reader, and thought words were things for taking in, 
instead of sending out. I ate up stories as fast as I could find them, and enjoyed rainy 
days as much as sunny ones because of 
this. Which was good, because I grew up in 
the south of Ireland, and there were a lot of rainy 
days. 

Then at age eight, my family and I flew halfway 
round the world to Australia, and 
started a new life here. There was a new school 
and new friends and a new park right 
across the road, and all us local kids played 
outside a lot, so I started enjoying sunny 
days as much as rainy ones. But always the love 
of words remained. 

Sometimes their magic was revealed to me by others – like the day someone told me 
to spell RACECAR backwards and see what it made. 

And sometimes the magic revealed itself – like the day my wife Essie gave me a card 
saying ‘SEE LEAF FALL’. And I stared at those words for a while, until they had 
shuffled around to say: ‘FEEL ALL SAFE’. And I did. 

Sometimes you and a friend can end up saying exactly the same sentence at exactly 
the same time, and it makes you both laugh big wonderful laughs. 

And sometimes you read a book, and hear an idea about the world explained back to 
you, in a way that makes perfectly perfect sense. And all you’re looking at are some 
inky lines on a page. And those lines have been stuck together to make letters, those 
letters words, those words sentences. And that author has never met you – but 
somehow those words, those letters, those inky lines, they forget to be as simple as 
that. Instead they make you put the book down on your lap, lean your head back in 
your chair and look at the ceiling and think: ‘Yes. Yes that is exactly the way the 
world is’.



Some people have been so scared of the power of stories, that they have burnt books. 





7. If you were to be a part of this production, which sounds the most fun to you?
Acting, working on the set, designing the lights, directing the show, making the
costumes, creating all of the props and puppets, the sound designer, or being the
stage manager (the person to runs the performances!)?

8. How is the play different than being at the movies?
9. The triplets are all child protagonists in this story (heroes), but each in their own

ways. Can you list the different ways that you saw the sisters heroism in this story?
10. Each of us is a “hero” in our own story. Can you tell a real life story about yourself

having an adventure in order to achieve your dreams? 
1. In your story, which character do you relate to the most?
2. What obstacle?

11. Why do you think Father abandons the triplets in the woods?
12. How would you describe Eleanor?
13. How do the triplets change throughout the play?
14. What does the sun represent in Beatrix life?
15. What does “ the weight of the world” mean to Carmen?
16. What does “ cake” mean to Albienne?
17. Where do each of the girls go on their adventures?
18. Describe their personalities. Which sister do you relate to?
19. Of all the things that happened to the sisters, what do you think was the best? The

worst? Why? 
20. How do the sisters travel in the play?
21. If you were going to have an adventure, like the sisters, where would you want to

go? How would you want to travel? Who would you want to see? 



Making Choice & Adventuring
What would you pack, where are you going, and why?
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GEOGRAPHY FACTS part 2
OUR PLAYWRIGHT LIVES IN TASMANIA.  NAME: _________________________  

Locations: 
Beaconsfield 
Devonport  
Hobart  
Launceston  
Port Arthur  
Swansea

Answers 

1. ________________________
2. ________________________
3. ________________________
4. ________________________
5. ________________________
6. ________________________
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CHARACTERS: PORTRAIT & TRAITS
THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENT 





11FOR STUDENTS

You are Beatrix. You just built the lighthouse submarine, rolled over the dunes, across the beach, and into 



Puppets and Silhouettes 
classroom activities 

Shadow puppetry is a kind of rod puppetry. The name suggests how it is used; a shadow is cast using 
a cloth screen with a projector or a very bright light from behind. The figures are commonly translucent 



You will need 
printer/photocopier 
white A4 paper or parchment paper 
black cardstock or black construction paper 

13FOR TEACHERS

Create your Own!



Write a Review (middle school) 

Create an idea web by discussing 
everything you remember from the 
performance. Think about what you saw FIRST. 
Opinions come later. Here are some questions to get you started: 

What costumes did the actors wear? How did the different characters move? What did the set 
look like? What kinds of songs did you hear? What else can you remember?  

Write a review with the following components: 

1. Paragraph one: describe what you saw and heard at the performance.

2. Rate the show: one to five stars. Each star represents something you like about the play.

3.






