CS specific Unit Criteria: Justification

In the field of computer science, publication in peer-reviewed conference proceedings is at least as
prestigious as journal publication — sometimes more. The Association for Computer Machinery
(the premier professional organization for computer scientists), the Computing Research
Association, and the researchers in computer science universally agree that this is the case, as the
following quotes show.

“A distinctive feature of CS publication is the importance of selective conferences
and books. Journals do not necessarily carry more prestige.” (Meyer, Choppy,
Staunstrup and van Leeuwen in the Association for Computing Machinery’s
“Research Evaluation for Computer Science”)

“In computer science, papers in peer-reviewed conferences are accepted as high-
guality scholarly articles. [...] When evaluating a computer scientist for hiring,
tenure, etc., a proper evaluation should be based primarily on peer-reviewed
conference publications.” (Ernst, memo on conferences and journals in computer
science)

“The evaluation of computer science and engineering faculty for promotion and



CONFERENCE (E.G., SIGGRAPH) IS MORE PRESTIGIOUS THAN AN AVERAGE JOURNAL. THUS
FACULTY EVALUATION MUST INCLUDE ALL PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS.”
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